NORTH WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSIONPRIVATE 

3256 LEVANS ROAD, COPLAY, PA 18037

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 15, 2010


Meeting brought to order at 7:30 p.m., on Monday, November 15, 2010 by Chairman Richard Celmer.

Attendance:

	Chairman Richard Celmer
	William George

	Vice Chairman Brian Horwith
	Leonard Nuss

	Secretary Bruce Stettler
	Jeff Johnson

	Attorney Lisa Young
	Planning Administrator Jane Kelly

	Township Engineer Steve Gitch
	


Minutes of the October 26, 2010 meeting were approved as presented.

· December Planning Commission Meeting Date- Discussion was held regarding possible change of December meeting date. Consensus was to keep the meeting date as scheduled on Tuesday, December 28, 2010.

· Proposed Revised Driveway Ordinance – 
· Discussion was held regarding the pull-off area for driveways over 200 ft, length. Recommended 40 ft.

· The local fire responders assigned to that area of the Township shall determine a pull-off location.

· Discussion regarding the maximum driveway slope provisions was held. The consensus was that the first 35 ft shall have a maximum grade of 5%, 35 ft to 70 ft maximum slope of 8% and over 70 ft maximum slope of 12%. Appendix D of the International Fire Code shall be use for commercial provisions.

· The length of paving shall extend 50 ft from the edge of abutting cartway for residential properties and 50 ft from the edge of cartway for non-residential. Non-residential driveways extending beyond the required 50 ft for non-residential properties shall adhere to International Fire Code Standards.

· The width of paving shall be 10 ft minimum width.

· Paving construction specifications shall be required.

· Driveway swale- 6-inch minimum depth across the driveway is required.

· Driveway clearance and overhang- 14’ clearance.

· Inspections - scheduled construction inspections for phases/levels of construction to be determined by the Board of Supervisors.

· Township Solicitor Lisa Young and Township Engineer Steve Gitch shall prepare the Revised Draft Driveway Ordinance for review at the January, 2011 Planning Commission Meeting.

Comments from the floor:

Val Strock, Tri-Clover Assistant Fire Chief, questioned if there is any consideration for a flat area at the entrance to the vehicular garage with a 10% driveway grade? Township Engineer Steve Gitch stated nothing in the existing Township Ordinance governs a steep slope (12%) transition into the home. Mr. Strock also questioned the location of a septic drainfield or stormwater infiltration system relative to the driveway? Setbacks as established in the Township Ordinance.

Planning Commission member Jeff Johnson questioned if the Township has any Ordinance requiring a commercial building to have a knox box for access by responding fire company personnel? 

 


  
With no other items on the agenda for discussion, Jeff Johnson made the motioned to adjourn, Bruce Stettler seconded, all others agreed

 

Meeting Adjourned: 8:55 pm

Jane K. Kelly

Recording Secretary

Planning Administrator

North Whitehall Township
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