NORTH WHITEHALL TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSIONPRIVATE 

3256 LEVANS ROAD, COPLAY, PA 18037

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 28, 2010


Meeting brought to order at 7:30 p.m., on Tuesday, September 28, 2010 by Chairman Richard Celmer.

Attendance:

	Chairman Richard Celmer
	William George

	Vice Chairman Brian Horwith
	Leonard Nuss

	Secretary Bruce Stettler
	Joanne Guth

	Attorney Lisa Young
	Jeff Johnson

	Township Engineer Steve Gitch
	Planning Administrator Jane Kelly

	Supervisor Jerry Joseph
	


Minutes of the August 24, 2010 meeting were approved as presented.

1. Lehigh Valley Planning Commission - Access Management
· Olev Taremäe, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) Chief Planner, presented a brief overview regarding the invitation extended to North Whitehall Township to participate in an Access Management Study to improve safety and preserve the capacity of our major roads. 

· Access management is the systematic control of the spacing, design and operation of driveways, median openings and street connections to a roadway.

· If an agreement can be reached between the Township and the LVPC to complete this study, 3 or 4 roads will be selected for study. The traffic data will be gathered by the LVPC for the roads and recommendations will be made for consideration by the Township.

· Traffic impediments on the selected roadways will be identified and the LVPC will prepare appropriate regulations for consideration by the Township.

· LVPC will assist in writing Ordinances to comply with the regulations proposed by the LVPC.

· This study must be completed by June 30, 2011.

· There is no fee from LVPC but there is a cost with the assistance of the Township Supervisors, staff, and Engineer for participation on the committee.

· A general question always asked, is whether a PennDot HOP is still necessary? Yes, a PennDot HOP is still required, however, it extends beyond the PennDot HOP application and includes existing land use, pending subdivisions, road characteristics, crash data and access points.

· Access management deals with the entire traffic corridor within the Township and impact on future traffic use.

· A letter of interest from the Township to LVPC is requested by October 15, 2010 if the Township wishes to be considered for the study.

· Township Engineer Steve Gitch will email information regarding Access Management to the Planning Commission members for their review.

2. Proposed Revised Driveway Ordinance – DRAFT

· Attorney Lisa Young submitted outlines of previously discussed items for the Planning Commission members to review for the October Planning Commission meeting. 

· Township Engineer Steve Gitch distributed copies of sections of the International Fire Code addressing driveway access for the Planning Commission to review for the October Planning Commission meeting.

· Planning Commission member Jeff Johnson did seek input from other emergency personnel; they suggested that any culverts or bridges crossing driveways should be able to support emergency vehicles.

· Planning Commission member Jeff Johnson also suggested the length of paving should be the ROW plus 80 ft.

· Planning Commission Chairman Richard Celmer requested the Planning Commission members review the materials they received tonight for discussion at the October meeting. 



  
Bruce Stettler motioned to adjourn, Jerry Joseph seconded, all others agreed

 

Meeting Adjourned: 9:15 pm.

Jane K. Kelly

Recording Secretary

Planning Administrator
North Whitehall Township 
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